Grant-making criteria

In order to be successful, applicants must persuasively address the following criteria. Please
bear in mind that the bullet points under each heading are not criteria to be ‘ticked off’ for
higher marks, and that addressing each point will not mean a group is guaranteed funding.

Need & Demand

The group has provided strong evidence that there is a need for this project.

This need is not being satisfactorily met locally by other agencies, i.e. this is not a duplication of

an existing service.

This is the best way to meet this need.

There are limited opportunities for these funds to be raised elsewhere and/or there are not
more appropriate other avenues for this funding to be sought

There is a need for this project to be supported by grant funding, e.g. the applicant organisation

could not reasonably fund this from free reserves or other means

Reach & Impact

The project and all associated costs and activities are relevant to the need it is trying
to address

The applicant is properly qualified to deliver these services to the relevant individuals
in the community and possesses the skill or established connections to ensure they
are delivered effectively.

The project will serve under-funded geographical areas, communities.

The application shows an understanding of and plans for effective outreach.

The group has addressed barriers to provision (e.g. cost, access, cultural divisions).

The project will serve a hard to reach demographic and there is evidence that the
group will be able to work well with this demographic.
The project will build useful skills and resources for the local community.

There are other long-term benefits to the community from this project.

Sustainability

The applicant can evidence that their group has begun to strategize / investigate long term
funding options that will enable this project to continue past the end of this grant

There is realistic expectation that long term funding can be secured following the end of this
grant.

If the project is not long term, the costs and financial projections offered are realistic and
sustainable for this project. ‘Good value for money.’

Partnership

The project has shown consideration for collaboration with other organisations where
objectives are similar.
The project brings together several groups to maximise expertise
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Inclusion & Diversity

The project is fully inclusive and has taken onto account differing needs with the
diverse communities of MK

Reflects an awareness of the 9 protected characteristics in terms of flavour and
design

Group Profile

Previous grant monitoring been submitted on time and to a good standard

There is a good record of sound financial and project management

Provided governing documents and policies that comply with criteria

The organisation has reputable endorsements from individuals and or other organisations
The organisation has a record of enterprise or fundraising

The organisation has a history of reaching hard -to-reach beneficiaries and/or supporting
Vital Signs priority areas



